
Alienation and Freedom is an imaginative study of 
the human meaning of factory work. Developing 
Marx’s classic theory of alienation and applying it 
to present-day industry, Blauner examines the tech- 
nological, economic, and social forces that deter- 
mine how the worker experiences his work. 

That alienation is no automatic product of modern 
industrial conditions is demonstrated by the 
author’s method of comparing workers in four set- 
tings — print shop, textile mill, automobile factory, 
and automated chemical plant Diverse industrial 
environments produce striking contrasts in the bal- 
ance of alienation and freedom. 

Especially significant is Blauner’s analysis of the 
new forms of blue-collar work in the automated 
factory, based on original field research in the oil 
and chemical industries. 

Robert Blauner teaches sociology at the University 
of California in Berkeley. 

“Blauner is a very bright young sociologist . . . 
unique in the sense that he has had extensive direct 
experience as a worker in a variety of industrial set- 
tings. . . . Alienation and Freedom is a welcome con- 
trast to the detailed and narrow case studies which 
characterize this field.” — Morris Janowitz, The 
University of Chicago . 
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